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FOR NEA/RA AND IO/OIC 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CENTO 

SUB J : CENTO SECRETARY-GENERAL APPOINTMENT 

REF: ANKARA 5216 

1 . THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE " DAILY NEWS" CARRIED AN AP DISPATCH 
DATELINE ANKARA, AUGUST 19 REPORTING THAT " NECESSARY CON- 
TACTS ARE UNDER WAY" FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF TURKISH AMBASSADOR 
VAHAP ASIROGLU AS CENTO SECRETARY-GENERAL. ARTICLE SAID 

THAT, IF APPOINTED, ASIROGLU WILL SERVE FOR THE NEXT TWO 
AND A HALF YEARS. 

2. CENTO SECRETARIAT OFFICIALS HAVE CONFIDED THAT ASIROGLU 
APPOINTMENT IS POSSIBLE BUT WERE NOT ABLE TO CONFIRM THE AP 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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STORY. ALSO, EMBASSY HAS NOT YET BEEN CONTACTED BY GOT 
RE FORMAL NOMINATION OF ASIROGLU BUT, IF REPORT IS 
CORRECT, WE EXPECT THAT CENTO SECRETARIAT WILL INITIATE 
FORMAL CONSULTATIONS ON NOMINATION. 

3. ASIROGLU IS CURRENTLY SERVING IN THE 

TURKISH MFA AS DEPUTY SECRETARY-GENERAL FOR CULTURAL AND 
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